PUNISHMENT.

anti-social elements. It is only possible to give a
satisfactory theory of the jail and the gallows, when
you take them as a subordinate part of the system
which includes reformatories and schools, and due
precautions for the regular preservation of order.
The ultimate criterion of justice is not to be found
in any attempt to form a debtor and creditor account
between the government and the individual; but in
the civilising influence of the system, taken as a
whole.

And, finally, I come back to the other theory
which I have noticed. To supply the defects of the
simply deterrent theory, it has been found necessary,
as I said, to invoke the vindictive theory. We should
go, it was suggested, upon the theory that a criminal
is hateful, and, therefore, that it should be a pleasure
to punish him. The feelings of resentment and
moral indignation are parts of our nature, to which
the punishment of the offender affords them a
legitimate gratification. Now, to this, I should reply
that, in the first place, I do not admit that the desire
for revenge, as usually understood, can ever be
legitimate. Revenge, as I understand the word,
implies a personal feeling. It is taking pleasure in
giving pain to a man because he has given pain to me.
According to my view of morals, any pleasure in
causing- pain is, so far, wrong; and the public punish-